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As we draw towards the end of the year it's a good time for a bit of

reflection. John Dewey wrote that 'we do not learn from experience -
we learn by reflecting on experience.'

 
Here are a few questions that I will be using to reflect on and you

might find helpful - either on your own over a cup of tea and a well
earned piece of cake or with a colleague. I used to do this with groups
of staff before we headed off into the summer holidays to share our

learning and our experience - we laughed a lot and occasionally
cried too!

 
What did you accomplish this year that you are proud of?

What did you try for the first time this year? How did it go?
What did you find particularly frustrating this year?
What would you change about this year if you could?

How did you grow professionally this year?
Who amongst your colleagues was the most helpful to you?

What has caused you the most stress this year?
When did you feel joyful and/or inspired about the work that you do?

In what ways were you helpful to your colleagues this year?
What was the most valuable thing you learned this year?

What was the biggest mistake you made this year? How can you
avoid making the same mistake in the future?

What  went better than you thought it would this year?
 

As we head off into the summer break I would like to thank you for
the part you play in our organisation. I am immensely proud of who
we are together and what we have achieved so far. I look forward to
seeing you in September for more adventures. Have a good break.

 
Every blessing

 
 
 

 

 

The aspiring leaders
celebration event
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Time to say goodbye
 
We are saying a fond farewell to a number of staff who are leaving our family at the end of this
year....
 
Chris Mooney and Kate Ellison from Winchcombe Abbey CofE Primary
Charlotte Springett from  Coaley CofE Primary 
David le Templier and Lucy Gunter from St John's CofE Primary
Vicki Henson from Primrose Hill CofE Primary
Matt Jones from North Cerney CofE Primary
Sarah Wakefield, Kate Baldrey, Fiona Smith, Jess Skelton and Claire Solomon from St James CofE
Primary
Joshua Bassett, Lorraine Howells, Sue Havers, Rosie Cook and Susan Benyon from Hardwicke
Parochial Primary
Carla Whitehead, Laurence Cooper, Libby Mason and Anita Shepherd from Minchinhampton CofE
Primary
Kristy Maidment and Louisa Rumsey from Lakefield CofE Primary
Dawn Stock and Kerry Robbins from Whiteshill Primary
Julie Smith and Lucy Vaughan from Longney CofE Primary
Rowan Scott-Berry from the central team
 
Wishing them the very best in whatever comes next.
 
 
 We have a number of maternity leaves too...........

Jennie Knight and Hannah Hanks from St James CofE Primary 
Sarah Payne from Dursley CofE Primary

Year 5 children at St Lawrence CofE
Primary have been working with a

visiting artist to complete a
collaborative mosaic representing
their emotional response to Jesus'

healing miracles. 
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In June St. James' had a brilliant Jazz Festival. As a final
celebration for their successful year in the Musicate

Project. They invited Bournside Jazz Band to join with their
very own Ukulele and violin groups, teachers and pianists
and well as a 'real life' jazz band to join the whole school

festival of music. Each school phase adapted a song,
jazzing it up, and performed on stage. Parents came along

with picnic blankets and friends and the sun shone. A
wonderful day, enhancing and celebrating the importance

of music in school.

Winchcombe Abbey pupils have been busy clocking up the miles in KS1. With their summer topic
being Amazing Africa, the children have been on a mission to run from Winchcombe to Kenya!
They have been working really hard to run as many miles as possible, with each child having a
recording sheet to encourage them to join in at home with friends and family.   They have been

running at least 2 miles a week at school as part of their PE lessons. It has been wonderful to see
the children improve week on week and enjoy the challenge. We are hoping to get as close to

4600 miles as we can.

These Reception and
Year One pupils from

Primrose Hill have
been making models
as part of their Topic
homework this term,
which is Geography
based.  They are all
very proud of them!

Despite the fact that they have a small, enclosed
playground with no field, Bibury CofE Primary

School found a solution and do their Daily Mile in
the Churchyard instead!  Stamina is an issue for
the children as the majority are either brought to
school by car or walk a very short distance. Rural
roads can be dangerous and parents are rightly
worried about children cycling. The schools has
seen an improvement in how many laps of the

churchyard the children can run/walk.



The importance of reading 

We all know and understand the importance of learning to read and the doors it then opens for
children to not just future learning but also the many other worlds it allows them to escape to.
Therefore, it is fabulous to see that HMCI has recognised this and has ensured that the new  Ofsted
inspection framework has reading front and centre in all primary inspections from September
onwards.
 
What does this mean in reality though? 
 
There are some basic questions that each school should be able to answer.

 How do your leaders, including the HT ensure that the teaching of early reading is prioritised
across your school?
How do you ensure that across your school you foster a love of reading for all your pupils? 
How do you ensure that every pupil regardless of their starting points achieves the required
standard in the phonics screening check?  (Expectation will be all except very severe SEND)
Do you know term by term, what your expectations of the phonic knowledge your children will
know?
How do you ensure that the books your children take home relate to the phonemes that they
have been taught?
How quickly do you start to teach phonics to your children?  Day 1? Week 1? Half term?
How do you support your pupils who need to catch up?
How do you ensure that you and all your team are experts in the teaching of early reading?

 
The inspection framework is clear in its expectations for what inspectors will expect to see in
terms of good or better practice. It is important to ensure that in addition to the requirements in
the quality of education about reading, you also read Part 3 of the framework “Applying the EIF in
different contexts” which gives further information about these key areas inspectors will be
delving into.  It is also important that you refer back to the programme of study for English, so that
you are confident about the expectations of the standards pupils will be expected to be working at.
 
The central team is making sure that in the next academic year that there are opportunities for you
to update your phonic knowledge as well as exploring, through English subject leader meetings
with Sarah Le Templier, how to develop reading further in your school. 
 
If you want a good summer read to inspire you further with how to develop a love of reading with
your pupils, please do read “Hooked on Books” by Jane Considine, who is joining us for our next
trust inset date in 2020.
 

Helen Springett

We lose ourselves in books and we find ourselves in them too.



Please send in
any book

recomendations
to share with

colleagues
across the Trust

 
THE CURRICULUM - Gallimaufry to coherence

Mary Myatt
 

This book overflows with wisdom about curriculum design and is a must
for any CPD library no matter the level of the teacher from NQT to

teaching assistant to senior leaders - in fact anyone in the teaching
profession. Gallimaufry is the perfect word to describe the curriculum in

many schools across the country; the “confused jumble” that many
children are weaving their way through. Given Ofsted’s recent

announcements, and the focus that curriculum design is now rightly
attracting, this is a timely read that does a great job of disrupting our
thinking around how we plan the 'what' of learning. The short punchy

chapters summarise each of the areas that essentially need to be
addressed to bring together all the aspects of a successful curriculum in

any school.

Book Review  

Other recommendations



Business, operation and finance
updates

Just a reminder that the auditors will be with us in October and
will, as usual, select about 6 schools to visit. We will give you more

information when we have it.

Our aerial image this edition is
MINCHINHAMPTON CofE Primary

The next SBM and Finance Officer forum is 16 October at 9am. Please book by cutting and pasting the
following the link into your browser:

 
https://forms.gle/oqEUF9tixWNxwLMG9

 
It is really important that every school is represented to receive update information and the trainng

offered.
 

There are a number of new or updated
policies on the Trust website:

Risk assessment
Managing abusive, agressive or

violent visitors
Data protection

 For those of you who do not work
over the summer - period 12 will be
open until Friday 20 September for

invoices to be posted.
Have a great holiday!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKlLUqiJIgjvpMzrzvI9cUJpCVDr1LWpCBF6_flhB5yZs0nA/viewform


Outdoor play and learning #2....... FIELD COURT INFANT SCHOOL

THE SCRAPSTORE PLAYPOD
 

  The latest addition to Field Court Infant's playground has caused quite a stir!  The
introduction of the Scrapstore Playpod has produced some very creative play! The

children (and adults) have been busy making, amongst other things, cars, offices and
assault courses!  The teamwork, perseverance, thoughtfulness and resilience that has

been seen in the first few weeks has surpassed all expectations! 
 

"I love building the ship! We went to Ibiza." Lexi in Year 1
"We played like knights." Gabe in Reception

"We helped to hold the sheet and they pinned it down with the other bits.  It didn't work first
time but we used heavier bits." Kieran Year 1

 
 



 

Central Team updates 
 

 
Rachel  - 07946664405 (rhowie@glosdioc.org.uk) 

Helen - 01452 835573 (hspringett@glosdioc.org.uk) 
Rob – 01452 835569 (rjones@glosdioc.org.uk) 

Jackie - (jbuckland@glosdioc.org.uk)
Aisling - (astranack@glosdioc.org.uk)
Catherine - (cleahy@glosdioc.org.uk)

Nick – 01452 835538 (npatten@glosdioc.org.uk)
Chris – 01452 835556 (cthompson@glosdioc.org.uk)

Katy – 01452 835579 (kgraham@glosdioc.org.uk)
Ellie -  01452 835597 (ehully@glosdioc.org.uk)

Steve – 01452 835572 (sgreen@glosdioc.org.uk)
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In the finance team we are delighted to welcome
Claire  back from maternity leave following the birth

of the lovely Ella who is now 10 months old.   
Claire is working four days a week - Monday to

Thursday and we are delighted to have her back.
 

 We are also pleased to have Katy Graham joining the
team permanently from Primrose Hill CofE Primary

after covering Claire's maternity leave.
 

Their contact details can be found at the bottom of
the page.

 

Trust website
 

In the Autumn Term we
will have a brand new
website........we can't

wait! Keep an eye out for
news of when it goes live.

We will be saying goodbye to
Rowan who will be leaving us at

the end of August when her
temporary contract ends. 

Although she will not be working
at DGAT she is continuing her

role as SIAMS administrator for
the DBE Education Team

We are also pleased to be welcoming Aisling
Stranack and Catherine Leahy to the central school

improvement team. They will be working under
Helen's leadership to support you in ensuring our
children get the best deal possible in each of our

schools.


